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The 39th OCTA Convention will kick off itõs annual event with       
several pre-tours.   Starting Saturday with a 2-day tour in the Burley, 
Idaho area showing the ascent into the Great Basin area from the City 
of Rocks area.   
 
 

There will also be a bus tour of the 
Lamoille   Canyon, just outside of Elko on 
Sunday.    
 

This yearõs focus will be on the Hastings 
Cut-off and the Humboldt River corridor of the California Trail going 
through  Nevada.   
 

Dr. James Armstead will be the keynote speaker on the Socio-
Political Origins of the Western Migration. 

From our Nevada tribes, Western Shoshone speakers will share their  
family stories, cultural beliefs and cultural sites.   Leah Brady will  

 share her familyõs òFirst Encounteró 
with non-natives along the Humboldt 
River  in the Battle Mountain area.   
 

Norman Cavanaugh will talk about     
cultural traditions and the Shoshone 
Sites in Northeastern  Nevada. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Through the Lens of History  -
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 Focusing on the Future  (continued from pg. 1) 
  

Pilot Peak was a major landmark to the emigrants on the Hastings Cut-off   For 
some it was a symbol of hope and relief after passing the Great Salt Lake Desert.  
The springs that were there helped to rescue both emigrants and their livestock.   
Speaker Peter Meyerhoff will provide valuable insights  on his research on the 
Hastings Cut-off.   

 

Louann Speulda-Drews and Chimalis Kuehn will also provide more info 
on this part of the trail when they speak about òFort Ruby at the          
Crossroadsó.   Both archeologists have worked on-site at Fort Ruby and will 
share their experiences.  
 

Last speaker on Monday will be Pat Fletcher.  
She will speak on the Cherokee Trail to the            
California goldfields by way of the Hastings Cut-
off. 

The day will end with Chapter meetings that will 
  

 

Tuesday, September 14th and Thursday,          
September 15th will be two days of 5 tours 
around the Elko area.  Thursday will be a repeat 
of Tuesdayõs tours.  The Guns and Ruts Bus tour 
will take participants to Wells where the        
emigrants would stop for water and livestock   
forage.  They  will  then  travel  south  to  the  
Hastings Cut-off crossing into Ruby Valley then north to Secret Pass.  Participants will then 
head back to Elko with a stop at the Williams  Family Gun Museum.   
 

The Long Canyon Bus tour will take        
participants out to one of the Nevada Gold 
Mines that runs along the Hastings Cut-off 
route.   Participants will also stop and visit 
the Settlerõs Cabin and learn about itõs ranch 
and cabin history.  They will also be          

presented with a talk about the old Central Pacific railroad. 
(continued on pg. 3) 
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Another tour will take participants to Gravelly Ford and the Elko Hot 
Hole.  Participants will see the junction of the Hastings Cut-off and the 
main California Trail.  Trail ruts will also be visible on this tour  as     
participants will travel over Emigrant pass and down into the Gravelly 
Ford area near Beowawe, Nevada.  
 

The fourth tour will be to Fort   
Ruby going through Secret Pass.    
Following the Hastings Cut-off 

route, the bus will return to the South Fork State Park by 
way of the Overland Pass.  The tour will travel a short way 
on the Pony Express Trail as it travels on the Overland 
Pass. 

 
Ancient Pronghorn Antelope Trap site van tour 
will be on a first-come, first serve basis.  

  About .4 miles to 1.5 miles of walking.   
 

òThe Humboldt is North of Us...So Letõs Go 
Southó tour.  This tour will examine two            
deviations from the Hastings Cut-off trail.  One 
route is traveling north through Clover Valley to 
(Humboldt) Wells.  The second route would be 
through Secret Pass, which was thought to be 
just a pack trail.   
 
(Continued on pg. 4) 
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Wednesday, September 15, 2021 will start the second day of speakers 
and activities.   

Starting out the day will be Dr. Sue Fawn Chung speaking on the     
contributions of the  òChinese Railroad Workers on the Central Pacific 
Railroad.ó 


